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Cambio Loteria

Cambio Loteria is a custom version of the traditional game of chance, which is similar to bingo
but played with a deck of illustrated cards. While most famously associated with Mexico, loteria
is enjoyed in other parts of Latin America as well. The game blends fun, art, and storytelling in
vibrant ways that connect with Latinx cultural identities and community celebrations.

We created this version for Cambio to provide an engaging and memorable experience for
museum practitioners to celebrate and understand the intent and application of the Cambio
Spokes. Developing this deck challenged Cambio's leadership to reflect on our local Latinx
communities and how to authentically and responsively integrate this community tradition with
our Cambio efforts.

Each card in Cambio’s Loteria features a colorful and symbolic image such as La canasta (The
Basket), El molcajete (The Spice Grinder), or La valiente (The Brave One). Each image is
accompanied by a color and a dicho (adage or saying) that ties each card to one of the Cambio
Spokes, a set of principles for equitable practices in museums.

To learn more about the Spokes and Communalidad, go to CambioExperience.org/Resources.

PREPARATION

Participants: At least three. The more the merrier! We've provided enough tablas for up to 20
players and one caller.

Time: A round may last anywhere from 2—-10 minutes depending on what pre-set patterns and
conversation questions you're using.

Print: Print your set, preferably with a color printer using cardstock. Details below are for a
home/office printer. You may also use a professional print shop.
Loteria boards: Print pages 3-22 single-sided.
Loteria cards: Print pages 23-36 double-sided. Cut out using crop mark lines as guides.
We recommend a card test print. If printed correctly, the names of the objects on one side
of the paper will line up correctly with the objects on the other side. For example:

Front: Back:
EL GALLO TAKE RISKS AND CHANGE
ROOSTER Responde a la llamada y actua.

Take the call to action.
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PROCESS

1. Each player gets a tabla (board) with a 4x4 grid of images.

2. A caller designates what the winning pattern will be (a full row, column, diagonal, or full
board).

3. The caller draws a card from the deck, then announces the image and reads the dicho.

4. Players mark the matching image on their board with a bean, corn kernel, seed, or other
token.

5. The caller continues to draw cards until a player completes the designated winning pattern,
shouting “jLoterial” as they place the final token on the board.

Additional Ideas for Using Loteria
e Start a conversation by sharing your personal connection to Loteria or asking about
others’ experience. This can be a great way to learn about your staff, their communities,
and their backgrounds. You might even learn some new ways to play Loterial
e Map a Loteria card’s color to the Cambio spokes and review the dicho. Ask yourself or
the group, “What does this dicho mean for my work?” or “When has this idea been
important in a project we've done?”

For more curricular resources focused on engaging with Latinx audiences, reconceptualizing STEM, or
shifting organizational practices, go to CambioExperience.org/Resources.
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Cambio was a multi-year professional development initiative created in collaboration between the Exploratorium and the Cultural
Competence Learning Institute and made possible through the generous support of the National Science Foundation.

This material is based upon work supported by the National Science Foundation under grant 1906595.

Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the author(s) and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the National Science Foundation
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